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Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

State Capitol Building

Sacramento, CA  95814

Phone:  916-445-2841

Fax:  916-558-3160

March ___, 2010
Joan Buchanan
State Capitol
Room 4167
Sacramento, CA 94249-0015

Dear Assembly Member Buchanan:
On behalf of the Oakley Union Elementary School District, and the more than 4,600 school children in our District, I was saddened to learn about the Governor’s proposal to cut funding to our schools again.  Year after year, we are being forced to fight to ensure our children receive the quality education they need and deserve.

The Governor has mentioned several times that he has protected funding for public education.  Upon closer examination of the Governor’s Proposed Budget, his “protection” didn’t mean that education was spared from further cuts.  His current proposals include a cost of living reduction of -0.38% in addition to a targeted cut of $1.5 billion.  His proposals result in an ongoing cut to our District’s revenue limit of $214 per ADA.

These budget reductions would be disastrous to public schools since they are compounding a $4.8 billion cut to schools last year.  It would again mean laying off thousands of teachers, statewide increases in class size and further erosion of support staff provided to our students.  This would threaten the progress that our kids are beginning to make.

At a time when we are starting to see progress in student learning throughout California, this budget represents a giant step backward.  Reading scores are up 25 percent and math scores have increased 17 percent in the last four years.  This progress cannot continue with these proposed cuts to our public schools.

As a parent, I understand the challenges inherent in balancing a budget, but I strongly oppose Governor Schwarzenegger’s 2009-10 budget proposal and plans to eviscerate funding for students and schools.  Our kids and our schools did not create this budget problem, and their education and future progress shouldn’t be undermined because of it.  My child, my student, deserves better than this.

Sincerely, 

March __, 2010
Mark DeSaulnier
State Capitol
Room 2054
Sacramento, CA 94248-0001

Dear Senator DeSaulnier:

On behalf of the Oakley Union Elementary School District, and the more than 4,600 school children in our District, I was saddened to learn about the Governor’s proposal to cut funding to our schools again.  Year after year, we are being forced to fight to ensure our children receive the quality education they need and deserve.

The Governor has mentioned several times that he has protected funding for public education.  Upon closer examination of the Governor’s Proposed Budget, his “protection” didn’t mean that education was spared from further cuts.  His current proposals include a cost of living reduction of -0.38% in addition to a targeted cut of $1.5 billion.  His proposals result in an ongoing cut to our District’s revenue limit of $214 per ADA.

These budget reductions would be disastrous to public schools since they are compounding a $4.8 billion cut to schools last year.  It would again mean laying off thousands of teachers, statewide increases in class size and further erosion of support staff provided to our students.  This would threaten the progress that our kids are beginning to make.

At a time when we are starting to see progress in student learning throughout California, this budget represents a giant step backward.  Reading scores are up 25 percent and math scores have increased 17 percent in the last four years.  This progress cannot continue with these proposed cuts to our public schools.

As a parent, I understand the challenges inherent in balancing a budget, but I strongly oppose Governor Schwarzenegger’s 2009-10 budget proposal and plans to eviscerate funding for students and schools.  Our kids and our schools did not create this budget problem, and their education and future progress shouldn’t be undermined because of it.  My child, my student, deserves better than this.

Sincerely, 

March __, 2010
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

State Capitol Building

Sacramento, CA  95814

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:
On behalf of the Oakley Union Elementary School District, and the more than 4,600 school children in our District, I was saddened to learn about your proposal to cut funding to our schools again.  Year after year, we are being forced to fight to ensure our children receive the quality education they need and deserve.

You have mentioned several times that you protected funding for public education.  Upon closer examination of your Proposed Budget, your “protection” didn’t mean that education was spared from further cuts.  In fact, your current proposals include a cost of living reduction of -0.38% in addition to a targeted cut of $1.5 billion.  These proposals result in an ongoing cut to our District’s revenue limit of $214 per ADA.

These budget reductions would be disastrous to public schools since they are compounding a $4.8 billion cut to schools last year.  It would again mean laying off thousands of teachers, statewide increases in class size and further erosion of support staff provided to our students.  This would threaten the progress that our kids are beginning to make.

At a time when we are starting to see progress in student learning throughout California, this budget represents a giant step backward.  Reading scores are up 25 percent and math scores have increased 17 percent in the last four years.  This progress cannot continue with these proposed cuts to our public schools.

As a parent, I understand the challenges inherent in balancing a budget, but I strongly oppose your 2009-10 budget proposal and plans to eviscerate funding for students and schools.  Our kids and our schools did not create this budget problem, and their education and future progress shouldn’t be undermined because of it.  My child, my student, deserves better than this.

Sincerely, 

